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Abstract 

The level to which Fashion Design and Clothing Technology in Nigeria has 
been relegated to the lowest ebb is quit alarming.  The reason can be traced to 
the perojative attitude of parents to Fine Art which is a fundamental 
requirement for entry into Fashion Design and Clothing Technology.  Most 
parents believe that Fine Art is a mere craft that was practiced in ages past 
and therefore has no bearing with the current technological advancement. This 
has adversely affected students attitude in their choice of career, as they have 
developed a contagious dislike for Fashion Design and Clothing Technology, 
which they equally view as an unproductive arm of knowledge that merely 
ends them up as road side dress makers and tailors.  This paper believes that, 
to bring about reformation in five Art education, the artistic interest of the 
child musts be rekindled.  It concluded that the only solution to parental 
negative attitude to Fine Art is to insist on the artistic training of the child both 
at primary and secondary levels of education.  

 
 
 Most parents see Fine Art education as something relating to only drawing and 
colouring of objects, and is therefore good for nothing, but only to start off children’s 
education at the nursery or elementary stage.  Others view it as a primitive arm of 
knowledge that can neither stand this present dispensation of technological explosion 
and advancement, nor capable of earning one any sustainable “white collar job”. 
 
 The present Nigeria poor economic situation has posed a serious need for 
sustainable self-reliance.  Gone are the days when graduates were being sought for by 
private sectors and government parastatals for immediate provision of “white collar 
job”.  Thousands of graduates from the universities, Polytechnics, Colleges of 
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Education, etc., are aimlessly loitering about the streets endlessly waiting for white 
collar jobs; and some, due to frustration, resulting from lack of employment, have taken 
to social vices, such as armed robbery, thungery, etc., 
 
 Most of such graduates and youngsters are people naturally endowed with much 
innate creative ability, but due to their parents’ pejorative attitude to art, were compelled 
and have their attention diverted to studying other courses with seemingly heavy 
nomenclatures, such as accountancy, engineering, pharmacy, medicine etc in the higher 
institution.  Thus, they have been deprived of the opportunity of developing their God’s 
given artistic talents to the detriment of their future challenges.  
 
 The major objective of Fine Art education in school is to train, develop and 
equip the child in both primary and secondary levels of his education with the efficient 
creative skills required to prepare the child for future challenges of self-reliance, 
improvement of our environment and contribution to building of the world.  Parents, 
unfortunately, due to their ignorance about what art entails and its relevance to 
humanity and national development, undervalue this arm of knowledge and criticize it.  
This pejorative attitude of parents to art is directly passed unto their children so much, 
so that children do not see art lesson or classes as periods of serious academic activities 
and therefore, do not concentrate but rather engage in silent games and drawing of 
cartoons all over their tables and not books.  As this continues over the years, Fine Art 
education gradually degenerated to its lowest ebb and consequently affecting students’ 
choice of career for Fashion Design and Clothing Technology, in which Fine Art is a 
major entry requirement. Presently, Fine Art Education is giving a signal of going into 
extinction in Nigeria, and hence there is need for something to be done urgently to 
reform it and have it recover from its present state.  
 

This paper discussed the following: 
1. What Art entails 
2. What Fashion Design and Clothing Technology entails and Its Career Fields  
3. Influence of pejorative attitude of parents to art. 
4. Importance of art and values derive from it. 
5. Contribution of art to national development. 
6. Reforming Fine Art Educational by awaking the child’s interest. 
7. Recommendation 
8. Conclusion  

 
What Art Entails 
 Art has diverse definitions because it is all embracing.  To layman Art is 
drawing, but to an artist, Art may be defined as the outward expression of our inner 
impression.  It can also be defined as self-expression.  Ibrahim (2000), defined art as the 
universal language of self expression of man in his cultural and natural environment 
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through the use of some materials, skills and techniques to produce various works of 
self-expression, utility and beauty or aesthetics.  Talabi (1979), saw art as the creation 
or production of ideas, thought and imagination into visual and practical reality, while 
Ogumor (2005), defined it as a way of life and the power of doing anything.  According 
to Uzoagba (2000), wrong projection of what art entails has been one of the major 
causes of apathy towards the subject.  Art is a God’s given gift which is innate in man.  
It is all about creativity.  It is the satisfaction given to an inner urge which can be seen 
in reality.  It has to do with factual knowledge and attitude, standards and skills acquired 
through active participation.  It involves the ability to come up with unusual or remote 
ideals, elaborate on them in order to bring into existence products new or uncommon to 
the individual involved.  It is a productive and constructive behaviour that can be seen 
in action or accomplishment. 
 
 Art plays a cathartic function in the society.  When a child engages in creative 
activities, his mind is taken away from engaging in vices.  Art is a very important means 
of enlightenment in the society. Art appeals to and nourishes the soul of man and if 
parents continue to discourage their children from learning art in school, then we might 
be nurturing a society without a soul. 
 
 While parents despise art, it is worth mentioning to their realization that God 
Himself has been involved in creative activities from the beginning of the world and as 
a matter of fact, the first artist who ever lives and still continues to exist is God Himself.  
We all call him our Creator because He created us and every beautiful thing, e.g. 
flowers, sun, moon, trees, etc. we see around us are all God’s creative products etc.  
God wants man to be involved in some creative activities to his benefit and hence, he 
has deposited part of his creative ability in him as gift to enable man provide certain 
needs that God Himself would never provide for man, such as clothing, shelter, etc.  
Parents who have pejorative attitude towards art should answer the question why God 
does not provide everything, e.g., dresses for a baby from the womb, but rather expect 
fashion and textile designers to make clothes that would cover him/her nakedness. 
 
 Fortunately, Fashion and Textile design are aspects of art that fall under 
Industrial Design or Applied Art.  Parents should imagine how terrible they would have 
appeared without artists to clothe them and cover their nakedness as they work in their 
offices, markets, go to church and parties, etc.  This explains the necessity for 
appreciating art and its relevance to humanity. 
 
Career Prospect in Fashion Design and Clothing Technology  

Fashion Design and Clothing Technology is a profession that covers all raw 
materials and processes involved in the production and marketing of clothing and 
fashion goods.  Fashion design and clothing technology is designed to help prepare 
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students for a vocational or professional career which will gain them a livelihood and at 
the same time enable them perform a service to the society.  
1. Textile Technology  
2. Fashion Illustration 
3. Clothing Pattern Making/Grading 
4. Fashion Designing 
5. Fashion Accessories 
6. Fashion Marketing and Merchandizing 
7. Fashion Modeling 
8. The Fashion Writer/Editor 
9. The Fashion Coordination 
10. Quality Control   

 
Textile Technology:  A Textile technologist according to (Tortora 1992), performs 
various laboratory tests on fabrics, yarns, fibre and garments to determine colour 
fastness, washability, shrinkage.   
 
Fashion Illustration:  A fashion illustrator is a specialist in the fashion industry who 
draws the human figure in a stylized manner.  
 
Clothing Pattern Making/Grading: Vanderhoff, Frank, Campbell (1985), state that 
the responsibility of a pattern maker is to make necessary changes in a pattern and draw 
the master pattern for every garment.  
 
Fashion Designing:  The people in this field are called fashion designers.  The fashion 
Designers are responsible for creating original designs or abstracting new variations 
from existing designs (Vonderhoff, Frank, Campbell, 1985). 
 
Fashion Accessories:  Fashion accessories are the finishing touches we add to a simple 
outfit, which make it more colourful, classy and glamorous.   
 
Fashion Marketing and Merchandizing: This has to do with all the decisions that go 
into the selling of a product.  
 
Fashion Modeling: Those who work in this area are called fashion models.  Models are 
used by designers to showcase new fashions.  
 
The Fashion Writer/Editor:  A fashion writer is a journalist who specialized in writing 
basically fashion related columns for magazines and newspapers.  
 
The Fashion Coordination:  A fashion consultant or coordinator is a person who has a 
good knowledge of the fashion business and is employed by a fashion company to give 
advice to, and oversee the people in the various sections of the company so that the 
organization works well as a whole. 
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Quality Control:  People who work here and called quality control analysts.  They 
ensure a specific level of quality is met regularly by clothing and accessory products. 
 
The Influence of Pejorative Attitude of Parents to Art 
 The influence of parents’ negative attitude to art cannot be overemphasized.  
The poor admission of students into any art discipline in higher institution of learning, 
the grossly incomparable number of students offering art courses in relation to other 
courses can be traced to the progressive pejorative attitude of parents to Fine Art. 
 
 Parents’ negative attitude to Fine Art has made most secondary school 
administrators to feel very less concerned as to whether the subject is offered or not by 
students.  This has made students to develop serious contagious dislike for fine art 
which makes them to discourage one another, thereby destroying the enthusiasm of 
those who indicate interest to offer it.  The most pathetic aspect is that, students transfer 
their disgusting attitude for act to their art teachers whom they perceive as inferior to 
teachers of other subjects.  Consequently, most art graduates do not want to take up 
teaching appointment in secondary schools, making, majority of our secondary schools 
to lack art teachers.  
 
The Importance of Art and Value Derived from it 
 Art serves man, and has many values in the society.  Ibrahim (2000), 
summarized the function of art as follows:  
a. As universal language 
b. As means of communication/illustration 
c. As means of identification (as in culture) 
d. As means of beautification/decoration (body and environment) 
e. As means of livelihood i.e; provides vocation or employment opportunity, career, 

foreign exchange, etc. 
f. As means of entertainment/aesthetic and satisfaction  
 
Art has cultural, educational and practical values, which gives man art overall 
development.  Any good art programme helps a child to grow individually and 
encourages free development of the power of observation and imagination.  
 
Cultural Values of Art 

Every group of people have their own cultural and way of life which is 
obviously reflected in their work of art.  The art of a people is an expression of the 
peculiarity of an aspect of their culture.  According to Mbelu (2005), the study of 
previous works of art can give a true picture about the contributions made by previous 
generations.  Example is the ivory portrait of a Queen’s Mother from Benin.  This was 
carved in the 16th century and modern versions are still worn on the Obi’s (king’s) 
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chest, and at his waste during important ceremonies.  The crown consists of long 
straight hair and beard styles of Portuguese visitors.  
 
Practical Values  

There is every opportunity for the students to learn about the use of various art 
materials and equipment and consequently, develops skills in their use.  The students 
intellect and emotion are taken care of through art, making way for his general 
development so that he can live a fulfilled and balanced life. 

 
Education Values 

Art has very relevant educational value in courses like engineering, 
architecture, medicine, biological sciences and students have found out the relevance of 
art in solving certain educational problems.  Through art, a child’s skill in the use of 
materials and media can be developed.  In most science and social and illustrate 
diagrams accurately, helps the student to comprehend more easily than when describing 
in words. 

 
Importance of Art in National Development  

The relevance of art in national development cannot be over emphasized.  Art 
has diverse fields of learning and branches, such as graphics, metal design, ceramics, 
fashion design, painting, sculpture, etc.  Each of these has their major contributions to 
national development.  Graphics includes drawings and designing of posters, greeting 
cards, advertisements, photography, packages, etc. 
 
Sculpture:  This has to do with modeling, casting, carving of objects; figures etc. 
 
Textile Design:  This is all about fabric decoration which includes designing patterns 
for clothes and also printing of the designs on fabric, making of batik, and tie-dyeing as 
well as cloth weaving.  
 
Painting: Painting includes painting of pictures, drawing, portrait and mural or wall 
decoration. 
 
Ceramics: This involves molding and firing of pots and utensils, making wall and floor 
files, bottles and glass wares. 
 
Metal Works:  Metal work is all about metal designs, jewelry making of necklaces, 
earrings, anklets bangles, making of pedals and trophies. 
 
Fashion Design:  This has to do with constructing or converting fabrics into clothing or 
garments.  It also includes bead making, hat making and other fashion accessories.  
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From the summary above, it is clear that art touches our daily lives.  The clothes 
we put on (Textiles and Fashion Design) our tea cups, saucers, breakable plates, etc. 
(ceramics), the posters, package advertisements, etc. (graphics) are all objects of art 
which we all consume.  There are so many things a child can learn when he participates 
in art activities in school.  Some of what he can learn are as follows: 
a. Art helps a child to learn, see, understand and appreciate art works. 
b. It focuses itself as the core of other subjects and of life. 
c. By participating in art activities in classes, the children develop their skills. 
d. Art teaches moral and enables one to differentiates between good and bad. 
e. Art serves as aid to technological advancement, e.g. he idea of flying machine 

was first suggested by Leonado da Vinci, which took science over four hundred 
years to catch up with. 

f. Art serves as the child’s lingua franca, as his thought are made clearer through art. 
 

Reforming Fine Art Education by Awaking the Child’s Interest 
Personal interest in everything one does in life is very essential.  For a child to be 

compelled to learn a subject without personal interest amounts to contempt and failure 
in such a subject.  The Nigerian child has no personal interest for Art at all due to the 
pejorative attitude of their parents towards art, which has made them to have serious 
disgust for the subject.  For Nigerian art to be appreciated and restored from its present 
level, the artistic interest of the child must be stimulated.  Below are some ways of 
rekindling the child’s interest for art: 
(1) Children should be made to realize that God Himself is an artist.  That all the 

beautiful natural things we see around us the flower, stars, sun, birds, animals, etc 
and every human being are all God’s artistic products.  He created all, and that is 
why we all universally call Him, “The Creator”, meaning the greatest, perfect, 
incomparable and everlasting artist. 
 

(2) Art teacher should always take the child’s mind back home and make him realize 
that art is a career that touches man’s daily life.  That most of the things he uses in 
the house that beautify his home, such as interior decoration, utensils, tea cups 
and saucers, the clothes worn by daddy and mummy, himself, friends, etc, are all 
artistic products.  
 

(3) Art teachers should make the child realize that the artist is not inferior to other 
professionals, such as medical doctors, bankers, lawyers, etc. They all depend on 
one another’s contribution for survival in life. For instance, if mummy or daddy is 
a doctor, the artist would require his services for good health, while the doctor on 
the other hand would need the artist, particularly the textile or fashion designers 
for his clothing to enable him cover his or her nakedness and also save him from 
the danger of exposing the body from harsh weather.   
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(4) The child should be made to realize that there are people particularly talented with 
creative skills and such people may do better in life if allowed to develop their 
artistic ability or study art in school.  That many people who could not graduate 
from the universities or are withdrawn from the higher institutions are people who 
might have such special creative skills.  That everybody however, has been 
naturally endowed with a level of creative ability, because God wants everybody 
to be able to create like Him.  People who do not have special gift of creativity 
but indicate interest could have their little creative ability developed and 
consequently, become great people.  I wish to recall a graduate of law who was 
jobless for so many years, and decided to go for training in bead making (an 
aspect of art that falls under Fashion Design).  After a few months of 
commercializing her bead work in Abuja, and realizing so much financially, she 
regrettably lamented all the years she wasted studying law in the university.  
 

(5) Teachers should discourage students offering other subjects, e.g; sciences, not to 
feel superior over the few offering Fine Art as a subject.  This attitude makes 
those offering Fine Art as a subject to feel inferior.  Students should be made to 
understand that, no subject is inferior to the other.  It is a matter of nomenclature.  
For instance, some people go to the university of study farming, but they are 
called agriculturists.  Others go there to study how to treat sick animals.  They are 
given special names as vetenary doctors.  Some go to study how to repair vehicles 
(mechanic work) but they call them mechanical engineers.  Others go there to 
study how to design or construct buildings and they are called architect.  The 
accountant goes to the higher institution to study how to account for or calculate 
money; the capital required the expenditure and the profit.  The caterer went there 
to study how to cook and serve food doctors went there to study how to treat sick 
people.  The business administrator went there to study how to manage business.  
The textile and fashion designers, who are artists, went there to study how to 
design fabric or cloths and convert them to garments for people to wear.  The 
graphic artist also went there to study how to design posters, cards, package 
advertisements, photography, etc.  From the above we can see that no course or 
subject is inferior to the other or indispensable but nomenclature makes the 
different.  
 

(6) Lastly, school administrators and students should not look down on the art 
teachers who are taking pains to educate, enlighten and encourage the few 
students offering Fine Art.  This will demoralize the art teacher from impacting 
his artistic knowledge effectively, and also dampen the students’ enthusiasm.  
 

Conclusion  
From the foregoing, it is obvious that the pejorative attitude of parents towards 

Fine Art has cased much damage to art education in Nigeria.  This has made art not to 
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be appreciated.  Their negative attitude has lead to the lack of interest of the child in art, 
thus, casing very poor enrolment of students in Fine Art at secondary schools.  
Consequently, this has also affected the enrolment of students into art courses in higher 
institution of learning.  It emphasizes that Fine Art is not a discipline for mediocre and 
therefore should not be relegated to the background.  Like other subjects, it has its own 
indispensable contribution to national development and humanity generally.  That if the 
interest of the child is stimulated and another nomenclatures given to art courses at all 
educational levels, the pejorative attitude of parents towards Fine Art education would 
change. 

 
Recommendations  
To serve art from its pathetic condition and extinction, the following suggestions are 

hereby recommended.  
1. The relevance of art to a child and national development should be taught to both 

parents and school administrators, to enable them have value for it. 
 

2. At both primary and secondary levels of education, artistic training of the child 
should be intensified or made compulsory.  
 

3. Art educators and artists should find ways of mobilizing both the state and 
Federal government of Nigeria on the importance of art for national development.  

 

4. Lastly, art educators should think of a new nomenclature for Fine Art and 
possibly for all Art courses in higher institution as some others have done.  For 
example, in the Polytechnics, secretarial studies has been changed to Office 
Management and Technology which has been attracting a crowd of students.  
Hotel and Catering Management has also been changed to Hospitality and 
Tourism management and is now pulling so much population of the students.  
Changing the nomenclature of art in art curriculum may change the pejorative 
attitude of parents.  
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